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A super-secret spy ring was 
uncovered last week, and six 
students have been accused 
of selling Dordt “secrets” to 
Northwestern College. Count-
less more students are under 
investigation.
Tim the Assassin, lead in-
Western graduates involved in spy ring
vestigator on the case, official-
ly discovered the ring and said 
there have been suspicions of a 
ring for many years.
“This has been an ongoing 
investigation for some time 
now. But thanks to my sneaky 
assassin skills and Jake By-
ma’s long hair, I was able to 
finally crack the case,” com-
mented Tim, seemingly enjoy-
ing the spotlight.
The students of the spy ring 
did their “secret dealings” 
with extreme care, and seemed 
to practice extreme secrecy. 
However, they were very ex-
clusive, and always congre-
gated together, which raised 
suspicion. 
“It was pretty obvious that 
these goons were up to no 
good,” sophomore Connor 
Leppink said. “They played 
video games together, walked 
around campus together, and 
often lived in the same facili-
ties. They did everything to-
gether. It doesn’t take a genius 
to connect the dots.”
Other leads came in more 
subtle ways. The students in 
the ring consistently wore 
shirts with a mysterious pic-
ture of a wolf on it. The words 
“wolfpack” seemed to accom-
pany the picture.
One of the students con-
victed was Davis Fenchel, 
who lived out this “wolfpack” 
legacy very vividly.
“No matter when I saw 
him, he was always wear-
ing a ‘wolfpack’ t-shirt or 
cutoff,” junior John Drenton 
said. “When he was working 
out: wolfpack shirt. When he 
was dressing up to go to class: 
wolfpack shirt. Even when he 
was going to church: wolfpack 
shirt. I guess when I heard the 
terrible news that Davis was a 
spy, his dress habits all started 
to make sense.”
The criminals also had dis-
tinct weekend habits. They 
would often disappear over the 
weekend and sometimes even 
randomly during the week, go-
ing to places they commonly 
called “home.”
“On random occasions, 
my roommate Jacob Faber 
would just get up and simply 
say he was going home,” Ca-
leb Boehler said. “At first I 
thought it was just a code word 
to hang out with his girlfriend 
Rochelle, but it turns out that 
he actually went home,” said 
Boehler, the man with the red 
shoes.
According to police chief 
Tim the Assassin, this is an on-
going investigation. However, 
he did reveal that ironically, 
all those accused thus far have 
been Western Christian gradu-
ates. In the words of Tim, 
“Stay classy Dordt College.”
The Big Cheese
Staff Writer
Dordt College, fresh with 
an enthusiasm for construc-
tion from their latest Science/
Technology Building expan-
sion, has found their next issue 
to target: complaining Cov-
enant girls.  In a bold move, 
Dordt College has installed 
an underground rapid transit 
rail system that travels to and 
from the Ribbens Academic 
Complex.
Dubbed “Defender Sub-
way,” the structure has two en-
trances, one in the basement of 
Covenant Hall and one in yet 
another new expansion built 
off of the side of the Academ-
ic Complex.  Because of the 
short distance between these 
two buildings, the subway 
boasts arrivals and departures 
on demand.
“Our main goal in this new, 
exciting project is to boost 
morale among the freshman 
and sophomore girls that 
have to endure their trek to 
the other side of campus dur-
ing the harsh northwest Iowa 
winters,” said an enthusiastic 
Erik Hoekstra, seeking to jus-
tify the exorbitant price tag on 
the railway.
The two stations and the 
railway itself cost $250 mil-
lion, with operational costs sit-
ting at $30,000 a month.  Ac-
cording to the Dordt staff, this 
is a small price to pay for the 
new features.
“You simply can’t put 
a price on the happiness 
of Covenant girls.  When 
they’re happy, everyone is 
happy.  When they’re mad… 
well… you’ll know it,” said 
a worn-out Hoekstra, with a 
resigned chuckle.
Sadly and ironically, yet 
somehow expectedly, the girls 
of Covenant still have their 
complaints about the new 
structure.
In dumbfounded disbelief, 
sophomore Rebekah Iphones-
ma questioned the work ethic 
of her fellow Covenant Hall 
residents.
“I cannot believe how lazy 
some of the girls in Covey 
are.  I’m all like, ‘I can walk to 
the classroom building on my 
own. Call me when the sub-
way gets me to Starbucks,’” 
said Iphonesma.
Stephanie VanSpoiled was 
concerned of the location of 
the station in Covenant Hall’s 
basement.
“It’s a 24-hour zone down 
there.  I’ve never seen so many 
boys in one place in my entire 
life.  It’s dehumanizing,” said 
VanSpoiled.  “If something 
isn’t done about the infesta-
tion, I’m going to have to stop 
wearing my Uggs and yoga 
pants to class every day.”
John Jacob  
jingleheimer Schmidt 
Staff Writer
Transit system installed, Covey girls still complain
This photo from 2010 shows Western influencing their students at a young age 
Claire DeMoney, sopho-
more health and human per-
formance major, took offense 
to the lack of exercise that 
Covenant girls would be re-
ceiving by riding the subway 
instead of walking.
“I personally believe that 
it reflects poorly on the health 
of our school.  Covenant girls 
always have better physiques 
because of the long walk to 
get to class in the morning. 
With the Defender Subway, 
that natural exercise is no lon-
ger available,” said DeMoney, 
while buying two cookies, 
a muffin and a strawberry-
banana smoothie.  “It’s just 
so unhealthy.”
No freshman or sopho-
more males were available for 
comment.  When asked their 
opinion on the transit system, 
every East or North Hall boy 
stomped away, fuming about 
air conditioners and gender 
equality.
Follow us on Twitter:
@TheDordtDiamond
Like us on Facebook:
The Dordt Diamond
Read us on WordPress: 
dordtdiamond.wordpress.com
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in multiple ways 
Core 100B, a class based 
on marriage and how to find 
the perfect spouse, is now re-
quired for all Dordt students 
who want to be eligible for the 
school’s graduation require-
ments. 
This class will outline what 
it takes to find your spouse, 
specifically here at Dordt Col-
lege.
Administration decided that 
before graduating, Dordt stu-
dents must not only take Core 
100B, but be either engaged 
or married by the time they 
graduate. 
According to, The Press 
Enterprise, Dordt is the top 
school in the nation for stu-
dents to get hitched.
If you are having a tough 
time finding a potential spouse, 
Recent changes have been 
made to the majors and class-
es offered at Dordt College. 
These options will become 
availble in the spring semester. 
Authorities have already 
leaked some of the new op-
tions, including Core 103: 
Learning How to Block Out 
the Cow Poop Smell on Cam-
pus, Core 209: Pronunciation 
of Dutch Names (now required 
for all non-Dutch students), 
Core 311: #LearningHow-
ToAppropriatelyUseHashtags, 
and Geology 100: It’s a Rock.
Bill Van Der Van Arkema-
berg, a Dordt professor, will 
be teaching Core 209.
“I think it’s really important 
for students to learn as much 
as they can,” said Van Der Van 
Arkemaberg. “The informa-
tion taught in these classes 
will help students not only in 
their time at Dordt, but also 
when they get out into the real 
world.”
Students are also looking 
forward to these classes. Pete 
Tuttle, a Dordt sophomore, 
plans to take Geology 100. 
“I love rocks,” said Tuttle. 
“People say rocks are boring 
and dumb, but I think rocks 
rock and I look forward to 
pointing out different kinds of 
rocks for no apparent reason.”
Not only have new classes 
been added to Dordt’s cur-
riculum, but a few new major 
options have been added as 
#SignUpNow for new Dordt core classes
well. Some of these include 
Iowa Weather, Something 
Completely Useless, Unem-
ployment, and Dating Dutch 
People. 
Janna Smith is majoring in 
Something Completely Use-
less.
“I see myself as a very 
unique individual and I’m very 
artsy,” said Smith. “I think this 
major will help me get a job 
out of college and I think I’ll 
be very successful in whatever 
field I find a job.”
Some of these majors look 
like they’ll become a huge 
success at Dordt. Tara Kurtz 
plans to major in Dating Dutch 
People.
“I’ve never dated a Dutch 
person before,” said Kurtz. 
“But I know I’m going to excel 
in this area. There are Dutch 
people everywhere around 
here! All I need is a ring before 
spring and I have an A!”
As students are registering 
for next semester’s classes, 
they are encouraged to keep 
these class and major options 
on their radar. George Cle-
ments, a Dordt professor who 
has offered to teach Core 311, 
says students should sign up 
before classes fill up.
“I’ll even throw in a little 
incentive for signing up for 
Core 311,” said Clements. 
“No books!. All you need is a 
Twitter account. Students are 
encouraged to post live tweets 
from my class, and will even 
be offered extra credit for real-





you are welcome to sign up 
for Dordt’s new program: De-
fender Mingle. This program 
will not only help you find a 
spouse, but will also randomly 
arrange a marriage if so neces-
sary. A link to this program can 
be found in courses@dordt.
“I believe this is a great new 
addition to the Core program,” 
President Erik Hoekstra said. 
“I really like that we are even 
now offering the option to 
have marriages arranged.” 
Administration is so excit-
ed about the program, and so 
adamant that students take it, 
that there will be four sections 
offered each semester. There 
is also an independent study 
option, though this solitary 
method has been proven inef-
fective.
Students are welcome to 
take this class during the sum-
mer if it is offered at a com-
munity college where its cred-
its are transferable. (Warning: 
this class is probably never 
offered anywhere else, so don’t 
bother checking).
The professor who will be 
teaching this class is Jason 
Leif.
“I believe that this program 
and core class is so beneficial 
to the Dordt community,” Leif 
said. “I can’t wait to see who 
all of my students end up with 
by the time they graduate!”
“As a college, we cannot 
stress enough the importance 
of this matter,” Hoekstra said. 
“You cannot leave campus 
without a marriage or engage-
ment in the works.”
With that being said, go out 
and fall in love! Check you 
matches on Defender Mingle 
and register for Core 100B to-
day! 
Here’s to finding the bub-
bles to your bath, the cream to 
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Camera flashes blinded 
the eyes of three Dordt pro-
fessors, who were just try-
ing to get to work on time. 
They ran into the class-
room building, attempting 
to shut out the never-end-
ing paparazzi. 
As of Nov. 7, it has been 
confirmed that Mary Den-
gler, Pat Kornelis and Lu-
ralyn Helming have landed 
a cover photo shoot with 
the popular, global maga-
zine, Vogue. 
The women were cho-
sen for this cover shoot 
based on an interview 
they attended at a teaching 
conference. Reportedly, 
Vogue editor in chief Re-
becca Chandler spotted the 
women and knew they had 
something special.
“As soon as I saw them, 
an idea came to my head,” 
Chandler said. “I immedi-
ately wanted to do a cover 
shoot and article based off 
of fashion in a professional 
collegiate classroom atmo-
sphere. These women have 
the ‘look’. And they are 
perfect for the spotlight.”
The women were noti-
fied through a phone call 
from Chandler later that 
week.
“It came as a huge shock 
to me,” Dengler said. “I 
had always wanted to be a 
model when I was younger, 
and now my dream is final-
ly coming true.”
Vogue is a world-re-
nowned magazine that fo-
cuses on fashion, beauty, 
celebrities and big name 
designers. 
Along with a front page 
cover deal, Vogue has also 
shown interest in revealing 
a cover story for the three 
professors. 
Since then, word has 
spread of their instanta-
neous fame not only around 
Sioux Center, but around 
the entire country. 
“It’s going to be differ-
ent transferring from life as 
a small town professor to 
becoming a big city mod-
el,” Kornelis said. “I’m 
nervous, but I’m ready.”
The shoot is set to take 
place sometime in the 
month of December. 
“All three of the up-
and-coming professors 
will fly to New York where 
the shoot will take place,” 
Chandler said. 
Their future contract de-
tails include photo shoots 
in all seven continents, in-
Thumbelina Williams
Staff Writer 
The Dordt College li-
brary has made yet another 
groundbreaking addition to 
aid learning and accessibility 
for students and staff. Along 
with the treadmill, half-
chair-half-ball-thingama-
jiggers, advanced computer 
technology and new access 
to extensive academic data-
bases, the library staff have 
created a room called “The 
Complainers’ Circle.” 
“We wanted to get the 
whiners away from the 
people studying,” said 
freshman library assistant 
Lucas Simonson. “The circle 
is a great place to get away 
and stress out.”
In the area that previ-
ously housed the reference 
section, the library has put 
up a room where people can 
sit and complain about how 
busy they are. The room 
is completely soundproof, 
so students can whine as 
much as they want without 
disturbing the other students 
in the library. 
“People never used the 
reference section, especially 
with the new databases on-
line,” said Jan Versluis, one 
of the library’s reference li-
brarians. “This quiet room is 
a better use of space.”
Walled with glass and 
filled with comfortable 
chairs and a coffeemaker, 
this room is meant to be a 
safe space for people to vo-
calise their stress about vari-
ous pressing assignments.
The idea for the room 
came when various students 
complained that the library 
was too loud to get any 
work done. The complain-
ing was always especially 
bad around exam time, and 
during the first few weeks of 
school when freshmen adjust 
to the workload.
“The library was just so 
loud,” said junior Nate Wie-
gel. “All I’m trying to do is 
study over here!”
The new room has been 
received well by students 
and is usually very busy. In 
fact, a waitlist was made, 
which is currently four pages 
long. Even professors are 
beginning to see the results 
of their students being able 
to study better in the new, 
quieter library.
“The average GPA has 
gone up a full point,” said 
Dordt registrar Jim Bos. 
“We are very pleased with 
the results.”
In addition, the li-
brary banned complaining 
anywhere outside of the 
room. If students have 
something to say, they can 
go to the soundproof cham-
ber to say it. Students caught 
complaining outside the 
room will be ejected from 
the library.
“It’s all in an effort to 
make the library a more pro-
ductive space,” said Versluis. 
“We just want to see students 
succeed.”
Library’s new addition: “The Complainers’ Circle” 
E. Reeder
Staff Writer
Dordt professors to 
appear on Vogue 
cluding a South African Sa-
fari shoot as well as a shoot 
underwater in the Carib-
bean islands.
“I’m deathly afraid of 
sharks, so not I’m not quite 
sure how this is going to 
work out,” Helming said. 
“But this is a chance of a 
lifetime, and I’m willing to 
do what it takes and give it 
a shot.”
The three women already 
have their own separate 
managing companies and 
agents. Contact with these 
women is becoming scarce 
because of their immediate 
fame overnight. 
“You only hear about this 
stuff happening in the mov-
ies,” English major Emily 
Wood said. “And now here 
I am watching this happen-
ing to my professor!”
The women never even 
saw it coming. But they are 
ready to take the profes-
sional modeling world by 
storm. 
“It truly is a dream come 
true,” Dengler said. “Good-
bye Sioux Center, hello 
New York City!”
Photo by Photographer
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Fencing club finally builds fences
Vincente Fermando 
Ramiro de Jesus Lopez de 
la Fuente Seca
Staff Writer 
After the snow fall of 
Nov. 6, ten international 
students from different 
parts of the world dropped 
their fall semester classes 
because of the extreme 
temperatures. 
The morning after the 
snowfall, students ap-
proached the registrar and 
admissions office to solicit 
permission to be removed 
from all of their current and 
inhumane. 
“We knew it was going 
to get cold”, said Teshome, 
“but we never thought that 
it was going to be this 
freezing. We almost be-
came ice sculptures when 
we went to our 8 o’clock 
classes. We are definitely 
moving south.”
Jonathan also agreed 
with his friend Teshome. 
“I know we took very 
drastic measures,” said 
Jonathan, “but I want to 
be able to marry and have 
kids. I do not want to die 
frozen here.”  
South Korean freshman 
Geun-Hye Park is also 
considering transferring to 
another college in a warm-
er state. Park, a business 
administration major, ex-
pressed that this weather 
cannot be comparable to 
the climate in South Korea.
“It snows in certain re-
gions of South Korea and, 
thus, it is cold,” said Park 
“but in South Korea, it is 
not as windy and awful as 
it is here. I refused to go to 
class. I had to choose be-
tween death and life. I ob-
viously chose to stay alive 
by not leaving Covey at 
all.”
A student from Latin 
America, who also dropped 
his classes and asked to 
remain anonymous, is 
amazed to see other stu-
dents walking outside in 
shorts or sleeveless shirts. 
He believes that such stu-
dents are insane for not 
wearing proper clothes.
“I refuse to believe that 
those students were hu-
mans. They must practice 
some sort of witchcraft or 
be demented because I do 
not think people can live 
under this circumstances,” 
said the student. “There 
future classes at Dordt Col-
lege. Despite their extreme 
measures, these students 
believe they have made the 
best choice of their college 
career.
Ethiopian student Mu-
latu Teshome and Nigerian 
student Goodluck Jona-
than, both freshmen engi-
neer majors, dropped their 
classes at Dordt and are 
considering transferring to 
an institution located in a 
warmer area of the United 
States. Both of them think 
that the extreme tempera-
tures in Sioux Center are 
International students transferring due to 
extreme weather conditions
is no way I could make it 
here. I come from a place in 
which the coldest tempera-
ture is about 90 degrees.”
The administration of 
Dordt College respected 
their decisions and imme-
diately removed the stu-
dents’ names from the sys-
tem. Dean for international 
relations and open admis-
sions at Dordt College, Er-
ick Mesman, thinks that the 
students should reconsider 
their choices, yet still re-
spects their decisions.
“We are really sad that 
the students are leaving. 
We really wish they could 
stay for a couple of months 
so that they could see the 
weather here is not too 
bad,” Mesman said. “We 
cannot do anything else but 
respect their beliefs. I have 
already erased them from 
our system, so they are not 
even in DCC now.”
The remaining students 
who dropped their classes 
asked to remain anonymous 
and shared no personal in-
formation. Yet, they thank 
Dordt College and the 
student body for accept-
ing them for the first three 




Dordt College’s fencing 
club is poised to stop train-
ing techniques and actually 
start building those fences. 
Dordt’s guild brought the 
reformed worldview and 
biblical perspective to the 
long cherished art of fenc-
ing. The fencing club plans 
to implement their original 
wire and wicker fence design 
in a week-long project after 
Christmas break  
“We knew what we want-
ed since day one,” said Dan 
Burlingame, fencing club 
leader. “It was just a matter 
of finding the right time.”
“We don’t actually have 
any need for fences on cam-
pus,” Brian Vander Stoep 
from maintenance admitted. 
“But they seemed so zeal-
ous to start digging that we 
didn’t want to get in their 
way.” 
The fence will start from 
behind the recreation center 
and encircle East Campus. 
“The location of the fence 
was a no brainer,” said soph-
omore Russell Vinder Gaard. 
“If East Campus was cut off 
from the rest of the college, 
no one would notice.”
East campus dweller, Car-
olyne Muthoni, was unaware 
of the plans to fence in her 
apartment until reporters 
caught up with her over tea. 
“Unless we have a de-
fencing club that needs to 
exercise their skills as well,” 
said Muthoni. “I would like 
to keep the sunlight coming 
through my window.” 
Criminal justice major, 
Dirk Anker, is generally in-
different about the fencing 
club’s plan.
“East campus already 
feels like a prison,” Anker 
said. “I guess a fence will 
add to the experience.”
One of the challenges that 
the fencing club has trained 
for is installing fences in 
frigid climates. 
“It may seem weird that 
we waited till the ground 
froze,” said Burlingame. 
“But we wanted to push our 
skills to the max!” 
Though posted on DC 
Central every Wednesday, 
fencing club meetings are 
largely mysterious affairs to 
most students.
“We usually go over foot-
work and other practice 
exercises first,” freshman 
Levi Minderhoud explained. 
“We get into actual fence 
 assembly towards the end 
of the time.” 
 Minderhoud came into 
the fencing club because he 
took six lessons once six 
years ago. If you are on the 
fence about joining the proj-
ect, Minderhoud encourages 
everyone to give it a try. 
“Even if you have never 
hefted a post before, fencing 
builds skills that will help 
you for the rest of your life,” 
said Minderhoud. “Espe-
cially if you plan on getting 
a dog.”
In this photo you can see the location of the fence to be built around East Campus 
California isn’t quite international, but it’s close enough. And don’t let the smiles fool 




If you haven’t heard yet 
about the plans for the new sci-
ence building addition, pay at-
tention. If you think you know 
what the plans for the addition 
are, you’re wrong. Authorities 
have recently unveiled the real 
plans for what’s currently go-
ing on in all that construction.
Bob Builder, one of the 
construction workers who has 
been working hard and hardly 
working, can’t wait for every-
one to finally get to see the fi-
nal product.
“It’s going to be so magi-
cal,” said Builder. “It’s a com-
pletely practical addition that 
will benefit Dordt in so many 
ways, I think. I’m most ex-
cited for the disco ball we’re 
installing.”
Many students thought that 
the construction was simply to 
connect the science building to 
the classroom building. While 
the two are being connected, 
there is much more to the proj-
ect. Albert Smee, who has also 
been a part of the building pro-
cess, takes pride in the work 
that is being done.
“My favorite part is the 
tower that is being built,” said 
Smee. “There’s a set of spiral 
stairs going up and when you 
get to the top, there will be a 
paintball gun station so that 
the engineers can shoot people 
going to class. Because that’s 
what education is all about.”
In addition to the disco ball 
and paintball tower, there will 
also be another coffee shop 
added.  The cafe, to be called 
78th, will be strictly for engi-
neers and ag majors. 
Toby Van Veldema, a soph-
omore engineering major, is 
especially excited for the pri-
vate coffee shop.
“Coffee is essential for en-
gineering majors,” said Van 
Veldema. “I personally plan to 
live at 78th. I practically live in 
the science building anyways. 
No one will care too much.”
Many of the additions in 
the science building will only 
be used by people who typi-
cally spend time in the science 
building. Though these new 
assets may sound appealing 
to the rest of Dordt’s student 
body, they are discouraged 
from using the facilities. 
Cody Hoekstrema, a junior 
ag major, is one of the elitists.
“Ag majors rock,” said 
Hoekstrema. “Everyone else 
can use the other buildings on 
campus. Leave the ag majors 
alone!” 
The rest of the Dordt stu-
dent body shouldn’t be of-
fended by this plea. Soon, ev-
eryone will forget about these 
awesome additions and come 
to associate the science build-
ing with chemistry and math 
again anyways. 
“The best thing to do is go 
about your own business as 
usual,” said Hoekstrema. “Pay 
no attention to the construc-
tion work.”
78th created in 
science building
Students discover true meaning of the fries
Dordt students discovered 
last week that the statue lo-
cated west of Covenant Hall is 
not actually supposed to repre-
sent a handful of french fries. 
Art professor David Versluis 
clarified the intent of his work, 
“Enlaced” at the dedication 
ceremony for the structure on 
Nov. 4.
“They are really more like 
sweet potato fries.” Versluis 
said. 
The monument was an at-
tempt to increase enrollment 
by influencing the psyche of 
visiting students with subtle 
visual stimuli.
“People are so quick to 
jump on the french fry band-
wagon that they miss the evi-
dent coloration that speaks 
to a healthier option,” added 
chemistry professor Carl Fic-
torie.
Sweet potato fries are 
healthier and have more fiber 
and vitamin A than white po-
tato fries. This healthy image 
of sweet potato fries will have 
a positive impact on prospec-
tive college students. 
Everyone in administration 
knows where the credit for the 
recruitment strategy should 
go, but Bethany Schuttinga is 
too humble to take the credit 
for her brilliant idea. 
“What are you talking 
about?” said Schuttinga. “The 
sweet potato fry statue was 
created by David Versluis as 
a work of art, not a campaign 
gimmick.” 
Creative Dining Services 
petitioned for the statue to rep-
resent their famous curly fries. 
Students, take out your 
9-irons. Starting next school 
year, campus golf will official-
ly become an intercollegiate 
varsity sport.
After three years of a strong 
push by students all across the 
nation, the NAIA has decided 
to join the NCAA and make 
campus golf official. 
Ten NAIA schools will host 
tournaments on their campus 
next year with Dordt, Hast-
ings, Northwestern and James-
town each hosting a “Major.” 
The major held on Dordt’s 
campus will be known as “The 
Prairie Open.”
The Dordt team will consist 
of five players. Open tryouts 
for the squad will be held in 
April with the exact dates and 
times to be announced in the 
future.
Many students are expected 
to tryout, and the competi-
tion is expected to be fierce. 
Sophomore Nick Hofstra has 
looked forward to this chance 
for quite some time.
“I have been pushing for 
campus golf since I was a se-
nior at Washington High,” 
Hofstra said. “It has always 
been a dream of mine to rep-
resent Dordt on the national 
level, and now I have a chance 
to make that happen.”
While students have an op-
portunity to make the team, 
professors have a shot to make 
the coaching staff as well. 
There are vacancies in the 
head coach and athletic trainer 
positions.
An interesting twist that 
makes campus golf different 
from professional golf is that 
cheerleaders are allowed at 
each non-major event.
Student Dora Rodriguez al-
ways dreamt of cheerleading, 
but she never thought her big 
break would come at Dordt.
“You could say I was 
stunned,” she explained. “I 
always thought my big break 
would come in basketball or 
maybe wrestling, but golf? It 
Nobody would be able to say 
no to those psychological im-
pulses. This proposal was shot 
down by Versluis after prelim-
inary sketches resembled two 
tarantulas eating a hamster. 
Yet even after the revealing 
dedication ceremony, the ma-
jority of students and visitors 
blissfully interpret “Enlaced” 
as a nod to Dordt’s long-stand-
ing sponsor, McDonald’s. 
Whether Dordt is sucking 
up to sponsors or implement-
ing psychological recruitment 
tactics, the large size of the 
freshman class this year goes 
to show that whatever they are 
doing, it works. 
Campus golf becomes
intercollegiate sport
doesn’t matter, though. I am 
just really happy to finally live 
out my dream as a collegiate 
cheerleader.”
Campus golf will finally 
receive the recognition it has 
always deserved.
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After losing five valuable 
seniors from last year’s GPAC 
championship-winning team, 
the Dordt Defenders basket-
ball program has thought of a 
creative way to remain com-
petitive.
“It’s hard to replace five 
players of that caliber, and 
recruiting is a real pain in the 
backside,” said head coach 
Ross Douma. “We decided 
it was easiest to take a little 
shortcut.”
Douma invited back all five 
seniors from last season to 
play with elaborate disguises 
and maintain aliases of 18 and 
19-year-old freshmen. To pull 
off the stunt, the team brought 
in professional freelance 
make-up artist Lance Johnson 
under the pretense of being a 
new assistant coach. 
“Lance is phenomenal at 
what he does,” said Douma. 
“Sure, we had to axe our train-
ing staff to pay his salary, but 
it’s totally going to be worth it 
in the end.”
Johnson spends 30 minutes 
on each “super senior” be-
fore every practice or game. 
He utilizes a combination of 
wigs, clay masks, body suits 
Basketball team “recruits” grads in disguise 
The Dordt Defenders 
dropped another conference 
football game to Hastings Col-
lege last Saturday, but the loss 
didn’t overshadow the game’s 
real story: Dordt College com-
pleted a pass on a live play 
from scrimmage.
“It was astonishing,” said 
radio play-by-play announc-
er Mike Byker. “As the play 
unfolded, I was at a loss for 
words. There was no way to 
accurately describe it.”
In the second half with 
Dordt trailing by a 45 and fac-
ing a third-and-19, sophomore 
quarterback Thomas Newman 
dropped back and found senior 
receiver Darryl Van Grouw 
wide open in the flat. 
Van Grouw made a diving 
catch that gained four yards to 
make it fourth-and-15. How-
ever, the ensuing celebration 
drew a 15-yard penalty for un-
sportsmanlike conduct.
“It all happened so fast,” 
said the hero Van Grouw. “I 
caught the ball, and suddenly 
my teammates from the side-
lines were mobbing me and 
lifting me on their shoulders. 
It was like winning the cham-
pionship.”
Byker, who has called 
Dordt football games since the 
program’s inception in 2007, 
couldn’t remember the last 
time a forward pass was com-
pleted. He compared the rare 
event to a solar eclipse.
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime 
moment,” said Byker as tears 
welled up in his eyes. “I’ve 
called a lot of big games in my 
career – national tournament 
games and such – but any time 
Dordt makes a catch in foot-
ball; that’s pretty special.”
Senior wide receiver Sam 
Verhulst was near the play 
when it happened. He admit-
ted being a bit jealous that he 
could not be the man to catch 
the pigskin.
“I had heard of a perfect 
spiral before, but I’d never 
seen one in person,” said Ver-
hulst. “It was bittersweet to 
see such a celebration. I’ve 
dreamed about that moment, 
you know? Someday, I’ll be 
the one at the receiving end of 
a completion.”
Dordt football team 
completes pass 
Al Michael Michaels 
Staff Writer 
and make-up to complete the 
transformation of 23-year-old 
men into teenagers.
“I take a lot of pride in my 
work,” said Johnson. “Is it 
unethical? Probably. But is 
it well-paying? You bet. You 
have to be a perfectionist in 
this business.”
Johnson’s work has earned 
him plenty of credibility. In 
make-up artistry circles, they 
refer to him only as “Da Vin-
ci,” especially after his most 
prominent work in the 1990s.  
“Remember when Magic 
Johnson was forced to retire 
because of HIV? Well, the 
only way for him to contin-
ue playing was to hire me,” 
boasted Johnson. “I gave him 
a brand new look and de-
cided to change his name to 
‘Michael Jordan.’ He won six 
more NBA championships and 
nobody ever knew the secret.”
Trevor Wolterstorff, one of 
the five graduated players, en-
joys competing, but wishes he 
didn’t have to hide his identity.
“It’s strange to hear people 
call me ‘Dalton Franken,’” 
said Wolterstorff. “You’d 
think they could at least credit 
me with all the stats, right? 
That way I could go after the 
all-time scoring record.”
Wolterstorff’s younger 
brother, Tyler, is a junior on 
the team. He says the biggest 
challenge is not blowing his 
brother’s cover. 
“Sometimes in practice, 
I slip up and say, ‘Nice shot, 
Trevor’ instead of ‘Dalton.’ 
Coach makes us run suicides 
for mistakes like that,” the 
younger Wolterstorff said.
“We have to be hard on 
the kids,” said Douma. “They 
can’t slip up. Not once. That’s 
why the coaching staff and 
I created extremely detailed 
background stories for ev-
ery alias: where they’re from, 
what their major is, et cetera. 
We’ve replaced scouting re-
ports with these background 
stories.”
So far, the stealthy mission 
is a success. The Defenders 
are 5-1 and have scored nearly 
100 points per game.
Even better, graduated play-
er Cliff Warner got to fulfill a 
lifelong dream.
“I’ve always wanted to be 
over six feet tall,” said 5-foot-
11 Warner. “Thanks to Coach 
Johnson’s great work, I got to 
play as a post player for the 
first time in my life.”
Johnson added seven inches 
to Warner’s height with stilts 
and gave him the name “Aus-
tin Ver Meer.”
“That was a challenge for 
me,” said Johnson. “I’d never 
made somebody taller before. 
However, I never say never 
in this business. I don’t just 
change appearances. I change 
lives, too.”
Douma is thrilled that he 
gets to spend another year 
coaching the players that got 
him to the national quarterfi-
nals two consecutive seasons.
“Wolterstorff, Warner, Vo-
gel, Sievers, Keizer; they’re 
all terrific kids, and I’d do 
this again in a heartbeat,” said 
Douma. “Just as long as our 
secret doesn’t get published 
in a newspaper or something, 
there’s really nothing that can 
stop us.”
Newman, whose golden 
right arm made the historic 
throw, never had a doubt in his 
mind that he’d hit a target at 
some point. 
“I’d completed some passes 
in practice, so translating it to 
a game wasn’t that difficult,” 
said Newman. 
The Colorado native cited 
a time last Tuesday when he 
completed a pass to a coach 
standing on the sideline. He 
also mentioned an instance in 
September when he caught his 
own pass off a deflection.
Rumor has it that construc-
tion to the science building 
has been put on hold so the 
crew can divert its attention 
to a life-sized statue depicting 
Newman’s terrific toss.
“Why don’t I get a statue?” 
asked Van Grouw. “I made a 
diving catch!”
Another man who had rea-
son to boast after the game 
was head coach Greg Young-
blood. His savvy play-calling 
maneuver now has players, 
fans and opposing teams won-
dering when Dordt might dis-
play their potent aerial attack 
again. 
 “I saw that Hastings was 
playing a prevent defense. 
Their defensive backs were 
20 yards off the line of scrim-
mage,” said Youngblood. “I 
figured it was time to pull out 
the old passing play from my 
bag of tricks.”
Reportedly, Youngblood 
may be called upon to help res-
urrect the Minnesota Vikings’ 
passing game once Dordt’s 
season is complete.
For all those involved in the 
“The Catch,” it’s been a busy 
week of interviews, autograph 
sessions and paparazzi. 
Newman humbly wishes 
that life could go back to nor-
mal. The quarterback has his 
eyes on a bigger prize.
“Yeah, the fame has been 
nice and all, but the fact is, 
we failed on third down,” said 
Newman. “Now, when I pass 
for a first down? Then it will 
be time to party.” 
Both images show an individual with a rigid jaw line, dashing smile and eyes you could get lost 






I once heard that if we are to 
achieve a richer culture in con-
trasting values, we must recog-
nize the whole gamut of human 
potentialities and weave a less ar-
bitrary social fabric, one in which 
each diverse human gift will find a 
place. Culture is beautiful and can 
be even more beautiful if we focus 
the right energy.
The giving season is finally 
here and as most adverts would 
have it, the needy would be the 
first to come to mind. Maybe you 
can identify with my shock at see-
ing some of the warm clothing that 
we were are urged to donate to 
help the needy during winter being 
tossed around like garbage in the 
name of playing a game. Humans 
vs. Zombies is what we called it.
The practicality of a zombie 
being rendered incapacitated just 
by being hit by a pair of socks 
seems laughable by all means. But 
this is not the issue at hand. It is 
questionable that we throw socks 
at each other—socks that could 
have saved a life instead of a dif-
ferent material. 
Abraham Joshua Heschel 
wisely said “A test of a people is 
how it behaves toward the old. It 
is easy to love children. Even ty-
rants and dictators make a point 
of being fond of children. But the 
affection and care for the old, the 
incurable, the helpless are the true 
gold mines of a culture.”
It just goes to beg the ques-
tion of what the Christian culture 
is. What is our responsibility as a 
Christian institution? Shouldn’t 
even having fun strive towards 
God’s glory as we are in and not 
of the world? 
Just to be clear, games are fun 
and we should play them while we 
still have life, health and youth in 
us. As much as there is a time for 
everything, we should remember 
it is all about God’s Kingdom and 
not self-gratification.
That simply means that we 
should be able to discern every 
type of situation and see how we 
can apply it into glorifying God’s 
Kingdom, instead of constantly 
making adjustments to suit us, 
sugar coating, diluting and down-
playing that which has been stated 
as law. This means we should do 
away with every kind of compro-
mise. 
“The first step—especially for 
young people with energy and 
drive and talent, but not money—
the first step to controlling your 
world is to control your culture. To 
model and demonstrate the kind 
of world you demand to live in. To 
write the books. Make the music. 





The basement of Kuyper. 
What’s it doing there? A whole 
lotta nothing, that’s what. It’s 
not doing any good for anyone. 
And why not? It is a ton of space 
that could definitely be used 
for something awesome. I’ve 
heard different suggestions: a 
night club, more housing, under-
ground parking, paintball range, 
and other less cool ideas. 
I have my own idea for the 
perfect use of the empty base-
ment of Kuyper Apartments; 
“The Kuyper Club,” an exclu-
sive, members only, cigar-and-
scotch club. The club would 
only be accessible once a person 
was 21 and had passed some sort 
of super classy, yet difficult, test 
of their classiness. The test may 
include tasting and being able to 
tell between different types of 
scotch, being able to identify dif-
ferent cigars by their smell and 
perfecting the classiest way to sit 
in a leather chair while wearing 
a suit. 
We could renovate the base-
ment to suit this classy establish-
ment and offer a work-study job 
for the waiters and bartenders. 
We would bring in some over-
stuffed leather chairs, some dart 
boards and pool tables and an 
old record player with smooth 
jazz records. We would make 
everyone wear suits and keep 
the lights nice and low, for the at-
mosphere. It would be a perfect 
blend of Barney Stinson and ev-
eryone from the show Mad Men. 
This club wouldn’t just be for 
men. Ladies can join too, provid-
ed they enjoy scotch and cigars. 
Maybe the place could even host 
live music. The jazz band on 
campus could play, or if there are 
any hidden crooners on campus, 
this would be the place for them. 
It would be a place for people 
on campus to get away from the 
busy college life to relax and be 
classy for a while. 
We already have a coffee 
shop on campus and a place to 
get meals and snacks during the 
day. The one thing that Dordt 
is lackin, as well as many other 
colleges, is a cigar and scotch 
club. Wouldn’t that be a great re-
cruiting tool? What other school 
would have that? 
Currently, the Kuiper base-
ment is only used for storage, 
and not even that much storage. 
Oh, and 55th’s ice machine is 
down there. We all know it could 
be used better; it’s just a matter 
of how. And isn’t Dordt all about 
being good stewards of what we 
have? How is letting a huge re-






This being the Zircon 
publication, I almost wrote 
this column completely in 
Spanish, just to throw ev-
eryone for a loop. And then 
I realized that, no mat-
ter how long I spent on it, 
there are a lot of people on 
campus that actually know 
how to speak Spanish well 
enough to want to murder 
me for how bad my gram-
mar would be.
So here’s something 
else. Before I left for Nica-
ragua, it would have been 
nice to have half an idea of 
what I was getting myself 
into. I did talk to a lot of 
really helpful people, but 
you can never really re-
member all the little quirks 
a country holds. So before 
you scream “YOLO” and 
jump on a plane like I pret-
ty much did, here’s a list of 
tips and “heads ups” you 
might want to know before 
traveling to Central Amer-
ica:
-The showers are cold. 
And even after two months, 
they will still be cold.  
-That home-made fruit 
juice you think you’re be-
ing super healthy drinking? 
Yeah, it’s only that awe-
some because they put real 
cane sugar in it until you 
can taste the diabetes. 
-Everyone has two 
Andrea (before she died)
Columnist
We’re in L.A. Do you care? 
names. You thought you 
could be on top of the game 
and learn everyone’s names 
right away? Prepare to be 
confused.
-Take advantage of geo-
graphic locations that are 
totally unique to your city/
country. Yes, this might 
mean volcanoes erupting 
only a few miles away from 
you, but sunrise over these 
same volcanoes is an un-
speakably beautiful expe-
rience you might only get 
once in your life.
-Minnesota nice is when 
a car will wait forever for 
you to cross the road. Yes, 
this makes four way stops 
a nightmare, but it’s still…
nice. Not the case here. 
Everything is a stick shift, 
drivers are insane and you 
learn very quickly to either 
walk fast or be prepared 
to meet the Jesus bumper 
sticker on the front of that 
incoming school bus.
-Words in foreign lan-
guages are often times 
similar to ones in your own 
language. Even so, don’t 
get them wrong. No matter 
how polite you’re trying 
to be at the dinner table, 
there is no way to recover 
from offering your 9 and 
12-year-old host siblings 
“una cerveza” (a beer) in-
stead of “una servilleta” (a 
napkin).
-The more you know, 
the less you know. Even if 
you aren’t taking classes, 
you will be gaining tons 
of knowledge. But it’s like 
gaining the key to a door 
that only opens into an even 
bigger room. The more im-
mersed you get, the more 
you realize there is to know 
about a country, a city or 
even a family.
-Laugh. Laugh with oth-
ers, laugh with yourself. 
You are going to do silly 
little things. But laughing 
at it, and yourself, will help 
you move on and not get 
stuck on all the little things 
that, at the end of the day, 
don’t even matter. It’s all 
part of the adventure.
Hi, we’re Kyle and Darin, and 
we’re going to talk about Los 
Angeles and stuff.
Darin: UUGGGHHHHH.
Kyle: I KNOW. 
UUUGGGGGHHHHHHH.
Darin: Our time in L.A. has 
been absolutely terrible.
Kyle: Seriously. THE 
WORST.
Darin: You may be asking: 
how come the last two articles 
seemed positive? Well, my 
poor readers, you have been 
lied to.
Kyle: The Los Angeles over-
lords wouldn’t let us get the 
truth out.
Darin: But now we bring 
you the truth; with no secrets 
withheld.
Kyle: Where should we 
begin?
Darin: We need to warn all of 
the Christians.
Kyle: STAY AWAY.
Darin: There is nothing for us 
here. We can do nothing. It’s a 
hellhole.
Kyle: It’s a bubbling pit of 
sadness and evil. 
Darin: Everyone in L.A. is 
actually a thug or crazy glue 
sniffer.
Kyle: And they all want to eat 
you alive. Literally.
Darin: Either that, or they 
want to give you plastic 
surgery.
Kyle: I almost got a new 
nose.
Darin: You might actually 
want to do that.
Kyle: Fine…
Darin: I’m surprised we 
haven’t been corrupted by the 
L.A. lifestyle yet. I’m con-
stantly tempted.
Kyle: Brothers and sisters of 
the faith: beware! 
Darin: The truth is, we’ve 
had some awful experiences 
since arriving.
Kyle: I’ve got a story for you. 
I was walking down the street, 
and I looked to my left. To my 
surprise, before my very eyes, 
I saw…a LIBERAL.
Darin: NOOOOOOO. I’ve 
only heard about them in 
stories.
Kyle: YES. He was talking 
about the environment and…
recycling. RECYCLING!
Darin: That’s just disgusting. 
He probably drives a Prius. 
Those people need to stop 
existing so I can be happy.
Kyle: I KNOW, RIGHT?! 
What terrible secularities have 
you come across, Darin?
Darin: I met people over 
the age of 30, AND THEY 
WERE STILL SINGLE.
Kyle: Shun the nonbelievers! 
Don’t they know it’s a lost 
cause if you’re not married 
and have two kids by 25?
Darin: I guess not. It’s heart 
wrenching. I just feel so bad 
for everyone that lives here.
Kyle: Why would you want 
to live in this dumpbutt?
Darin: We haven’t even 
mentioned the vile films being 
made here.
Kyle: They all have sex, 
cursing, violence, hula hoops, 
roller-skates…
Darin: AND DANCING.
Kyle: We need to make Chris-
tian films to counter this smut. 
And quickly.
Darin: Right! Quality doesn’t 
matter. We just need to get 
them out fast!
Kyle: Movies like Fireproof 
stand as the pinnacle of what 
we’ve achieved so far.
Darin: Now I know, that 
movie set a high bar, but I 
believe we can exceed it.
Kyle: We’re trying our best 
to show these filmmaking, 
devil worshipers the Christian 
Light.
Darin: If we don’t help them 
soon, L.A. might be lost 
forever.
Kyle: And then comes the 
apocalypse…to a theater near 
you.
Darin: Stay after the credits 
for a post-apocalyptic scene.
Kyle: Wow. I guess we’re 
ending it on that terrible joke.
Darin: Die.
Darin immediately killed Kyle for disliking his 
joke. There will be no more articles. Thank you 
for your readership. It was nice.
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Do you remember The Magic School 
Bus? 
I think the bigger question here is 
who doesn’t remember The Magic 
School Bus? That’s how I figured out 
what lactic acid is!
If you’ve been missing the ’90’s, 
you better get amped because The 
Magic School Bus is making a come-
back. 
Only this time, it isn’t a cartoon.
Produced by Al Gore, The Magic 
School Bus is becoming a TV show, 
which will be airing on The Travel 
Channel starting February 29, 2014.
The cast is as follows:
Mrs. Doubtfire as Ms. Frizzle
Enrique Iglesias as Carlos Ramon 
Doodles the Dordt salamander as 
Liz the Chameleon (ask a Bio major)
Adam Sandler as Arnold Matthew 
Perlstein
Shakira as Dorothy Ann
Raven-Symone as Keesha Franklin 
(oh snap)
Channing Tatum’s less attractive 
brother as Ralph “Ralphie” Tennelli 
Lebron James as Tim
Wanda Li as Wanda Li
Pella Christian ’07 charter bus as 
The Bus
The Bus never originally talked in 
the TV series that aired from 1994 to 
1997, but all of that is about to change: 
Morgan Freeman will be the almighty 
voice of “The Bus.” 
Some of the upcoming 
episodes are titled, “Why is the Latte 
Machine Always Broken?,” “I Drink 
Tap Water when No One is Looking,” 
“Who Updated My iPhone 5S,” and 
“It Smells Funny in Here and Ralphie 
Looks Suspicious.” 
Will it be a flop? Will it be next in 
line for an Oscar? 
My dad raves, “Two thumbs up!” 
The librarians say, “Astounding!” 
And my old neighbor said, “Quit 
calling me at three in the morning be-
cause your breathing freaks me out.” 
Even after all of these astounding 
reviews, you will just have to decide 
for yourself. 
But unfortunately, you will have to 
wait till February to do so. 
Till then, kill time and watch these 
highly acclaimed films such as, Who’s 
Your Caddy? I Spit On Your Grave, 
Snowboard Academy, The Hillz, and 
everyone’s favorite, 3 Ninjas: High 
Noon at Mega Mountain. 
The Travel Channel is bound to be-
come your favorite channel (said no 
one ever)! From Channing Tatum’s less 
attractive brother to the Pella Christian 
’07 charter bus, this cast is either go-
ing to make or break it, and I am go-
ing to have to say “make.” I would like 
to take this time to thank Al Gore for 
his beyond brilliant idea for making all 
of our wildest childhood dreams come 
true. 
To the Bus!
Exactly Who You’d Expect
Staff Writer
Take chances, make 
mistakes, get messy
Band concert lasts 
three days
The Dordt College band concert 
started out as a normal concert for the 
Sioux Center community in the BJ 
Haan Auditorium on Thursday, Oct. 
31. However, the concert did not end 
until Saturday, Nov. 2.
 The concert band is a group of about 
55 select instrumentalists who perform 
wind and percussion masterworks.
Yurii Henriques, director of instru-
mental music and conductor of the 
Concert Band, was thrilled with the 
performance.
“I thought we did a great job! It was 
a little longer than I was expecting, 
but overall I think the audience was 
pleased,” Henriques said.
 The “audience” had about 450 peo-
ple in attendance for the first 12 hours 
of the concert, but as the band showed 
no letup in their performance, members 
of the audience began to trickle out. 
By the end of the three days when 
the concert band stood up to take a bow, 
there were only three people in the au-
dience, two of whom were part of the 
Dordt College Maintenance crew wait-
ing to clean up after the concert. 
The other was Makayla Roberts, a 
Dordt junior majoring in accounting. 
“I really enjoyed the concert. I 
thought it went very well, and I’m ex-
cited to attend another one,” Roberts 
said. “I was a little disappointed they 
didn’t have more people that stayed 
until the end, but I guess not everyone 
can be as die-hard of a fan as me.”
 The concert band played pieces 
such as O Magnum Mysterium by 
Lauridsen and Reynolds, Suite of Old 
American Dances by Bennett, and 
some longer pieces, including a band 
arrangement of John Cage’s ASLSP, 
which lasted for nearly 70 minutes. 
The concert band was able to stay 
awake by drinking Red Bull or 5 Hour 
Energy every few hours.  
“Red Bull does give you wings!” 
said John Stalkam, one of the percus-
sion players for the Concert Band. 
“I think we all just got so into the 
music that none of us wanted to stop. 
I grabbed sheet music out of my office 
after we had played all of the pieces 
we had planned for the concert,” said 
Henriques.
The concert was supposed to be 
about four hours longs, but the extra 
sheet music Henriques had was able 
to lengthen it to three days. Henriques 
said he does not plan to hold another 
concert that lasts that long. 
Forever Young club 
holds botox event
Dordt College’s campus club Forev-
er Young plans to hold their annual free 
Botox event on campus on Nov. 13. 
The club has been holding this event 
for the past 13 years, and they do not 
plan on letting up. 
“I really think it’s important to, like, 
stay young, you know?” said the club’s 
president, Kathryn Van Groningen, a 
senior art major. 
She has been leading the club of 10 
members since her freshman year and 
believes strongly in what they are do-
ing.
“I like making people feel better 
about themselves and about what they 
look like,” said Van Groningen. 
A doctor from Sioux Falls, SD, who 
is certified in Botox administration, 
will travel to Dordt College to admin-
ister the shots to any Dordt students, 
faculty or Sioux Center community 
members who feel that they are in need 
of a Botox treatment.
There are many people at Dordt and 
in the surrounding community who dis-
approve of the club’s event and think 
that it goes against Dordt’s Reformed 
beliefs and background. 
“I really do not like this event. I 
think it gives the wrong message to 
Dordt students and I feel like it tells the 
community that we care more about 
our outward appearances than what 
is inside,” said Dr. Charles Veenstra, 
communications professor.
 Nonetheless, the Forever Young 
club does not plan to give up their right 
to express themselves and their beliefs. 
“I’m super pumped for this event. 
I always get a little work done,” said 
Marisa Van Bemmel, a senior second-
ary education major and one of the 
faithful club members. 
This event usually brings in 30 peo-
ple annually, but there are expected to 
be around 100 in attendance this year 
since the pressure from the media to 
“look young” is higher than ever. 
“I don’t really feel like it’s appropri-
ate for college kids; they don’t even 
have wrinkles. But it’s free! So I’ll be 
there,” said 87-year-old Sioux Center 
community member Dorene Vander 
Plaats. 
“Even with the controversy, we’re 
excited for this year to be our best year 
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